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 The office of the Building Inspector is responsible for the enforcement of the 

Commonwealth of Massachusetts State Building Code and the Town of Shrewsbury 

Zoning Bylaw.  Together, these codes regulate the construction and occupancy of 

buildings and structures and control the use, location and density of land and buildings 

within the Town of Shrewsbury. 

 

 In addition to the aforementioned functions, this office performs all clerical duties 

required of the Zoning Board of Appeals including the preparation of all notices, minutes 

of public hearings and the decisions of the Board.  This department also issues plumbing 

and gasfitting permits and manages the plumbing and gasfitting inspection program. 

 

BUILDING 

 

 During 2002, a total of 903 building permits were issued for various types of 

construction activities including the erection of new buildings, additions and alterations 

to existing structures and the installation of signs, swimming pools, wood and coal stoves 

and accessory structures.  The valuation of all construction work under permit during this 

period totaled $66,624,381.  With respect to residential growth, permits were issued for  
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the construction of 128 new single-family homes, 5 two-family dwellings and 16 

condominium units of senior housing.  In comparing this year’s single family 

development with the number of homes constructed during the 1990’s, we continue to see 

a moderation in the number of housing starts.  From 1992 to 1999, an average of 240 new 

dwellings were constructed annually and, over the past three years, that average has 

dropped to 144 units. 

 

 In reviewing the commercial development that was permitted this year, which 

amounted to approximately $25,000,000 in construction costs, there are several projects 

worth noting:  Westborough Savings Bank and Commonwealth National Bank 

commenced construction of their branch offices at 23 Maple Ave. and 564 Main Street, 

respectively; the construction of two new automobile dealerships along the Route 9 

corridor, one by Wagner Motors Corp. and the second by R. J. Foley; the demolition of 

the White City Theatre building and its replacement with a Bugaboo Creek Steak House 

and an attached retail store; the construction of two new religious facilities, one by Saint 

Nicholas’ Church at the intersection of Memorial Drive and Gold Street and the second 

by the India Society of Worcester on their current Main Street site; the expansion of the 

Parker Road Pre-School; and, lastly, the $14,700,000 renovation to the former Oak Street 

high school. 
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PLUMBING 

 

 Mr. Frank A. Turo and Mr. Byron A. Carpenter, Jr., are Shrewsbury’s Inspector 

of Plumbing and Gasfitting and Alternate Inspector, respectively.  Together, these 

gentlemen perform the inspection and enforcement duties required by the Massachusetts 

State Fuel Gas and Plumbing Code.  There were 537 plumbing and 491 gasfitting permits 

issued during the past year. 
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TABULATION OF BUILDING PERMITS 

 

Building Classification Permits          Valuation  

 

1. New Dwellings Single-Family 128 $25,179,746 

  Two-Family 5 950,000 

2. Apartments/Condos New 16 (units) 1,608,000 

  Alterations 0 

3. Additions, Alterations, Repairs-Res. 297 9,667,666 

3a. Siding, Roofing, Window Replacement 149 1,876,899 

4. Garages Residential 21 479,940 

  Non-Residential 0  

5. Signs  28 183,776 

6. Swimming Pools  67 812,111 

7. Commercial New 11 6,009,505 

  Additions, Alterations 41 18,938,638 

8. Industrial New 1 195,000 

  Additions, Alterations 0  

9. Demolition, Relocation 23 144,200 

10. Other (Sheds, Stoves, etc.) 116 578,900 

 TOTALS 903 $66,624,381 

 

 
PERMIT RECEIPTS 

Building Permits and Inspection Fees $231,287 

Plumbing and Gasfitting Permits 45,353 

Miscellaneous Receipts 2,331 

 TOTAL RECEIPTS $278,971 



 

 

 

 

ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS 

 

Anthony M. Salerno, Chairman (2004) 

James M. Shea, Vice-Chairman (Resigned 3/2002) 

Paul M. George, Clerk (2004) 

Martha P. Deering (2003) 

Melvin P. Gordon (2003) 

Ronald I. Rosen (2003) 

 

ASSOCIATE MEMBERS 

 

Joseph M. Armenti, Jr. (2003) 

Bridget P. Murphy (2003) 

Jon L. Revelli  (2003) 

Jonathan B. Wright (2003) 

 

 The Zoning Board of Appeals is established in accordance with the provisions of  

Chapter 40A, Section 12, of the Massachusetts General Laws to hear and decide appeals 

relative to the administration of the Zoning Bylaw.  The board is empowered to grant relief 

from the literal enforcement of the bylaw and to issue special permits for the use of buildings 

or land as regulated therein.  Public hearings are generally conducted on the fourth 

Wednesday of each month at 7:15 P.M. in the Selectmen’s Room, Richard D. Carney 

Municipal Office Building.
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 There were 105 public hearings conducted during 2002 at which time appeals for  

90 variances and 50 special permits were presented.  The board’s decisions resulted in the 

issuance of 45 special permits and the granting of 71 variances.  There were 4 appeals 

withdrawn prior to the board rendering its decision. 

 

 In March of this year, Mr. James Shea resigned as member of the board.  Mr. Shea 

was originally appointed as an associate member in 1984, as a full member in 1995 and has 

served for the past several years as vice-chairman.  We would like to express our sincerest 

appreciation for the knowledge and commitment Jim has provided the board and our 

residents during his long tenure and, further, wish to acknowledge his many years of 

dedicated service to the town as a town meeting member, first elected in 1963, and as a 

member of numerous building committees assisting in the development and construction of 

many town buildings and projects.  


	BUILDING

